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Evacuation

Evacuation began in September 1939, 
just before Britain entered the war. 
From towns and cities, schoolchildren, 
their teachers, mothers with children 
under five, pregnant women, and 
some disabled people travelled to 
safer places country. Children carried 
a gas mask and wore a label. Within 
three days, more than one million 
children and adults had been moved.

Key Vocabulary
1 Allies The name given to the group of 

countries, including Britain, that fought 
against Germany and other Axis 
countries.

2 Axis The name given to the group of 
countries, including Germany, that 
fought against Britain and other Allied 
countries.

3 Winston 
Churchill

The British Prime Minister during most 
of World War 2.

4 Adolf Hitler The political leader of Germany during 
World War 2.

5 Luftwaffe The name of the German air force.

6 Royal Air 
Force (RAF)

The name of the British air force.

7 The Blitz The 'Blitz' – from the German term 
Blitzkrieg ('lightning war') – was the 
sustained aerial bombing attacks on 
British towns and cities carried out by 
the Luftwaffe from September 1940 
until May 1941.

8 evacuation Children were sent to live in safer 
places, often with strangers, to protect 
them from bombing by the Luftwaffe.

9 Command 
centre

A central place where information was 
gathered, missions planned and orders 
given.

Key Knowledge
1 Adolf Hitler and the Nazis wanted Germany 

to rule Europe and invaded Poland in 1939, 
which started World War II (WWII).

2 The evacuation of British children during 
WW2 was called ‘Operation Pied Piper’.

3 The role of women changed during WW2 
because they were needed to do jobs, like 
engineering and factory work, that the male 
soldiers used to do.

4 The Kent coast was a very important place 
during WW2.  Many aircraft battles took 
place over Kent and Dover Castle was used 
as a Command Centre because of the views 
it has across the English Channel.

5 Many people alive today lived through 
WW2 as children who can tell of their own 
experiences of what happened and how it 
affected their lives growing up.

Dig for Victory

Rationing meant that people could not buy all the food and other 
goods that they had before the War.  The Government set limits 
on how much of certain items, like butter, cheese, eggs and meat, 
each person could have. As a result, the 'Dig for Victory' campaign 
was set up during WWII by the British Ministry of Agriculture. 
Men and women across the country were encouraged to grow 
their own food in times of harsh rationing.


