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Dover Castle – Wartime 
Tunnels

The tunnels below the castle, which 
were started 800 years ago, have 
been extended many times and 

played a vital role in World War II, 
during and after Dunkirk. From 1943 

they served as a combined 
headquarters for all three services –

Army, Navy and Air Force.  The 
positions of ships, planes and troops 
was tracked on large maps on tables.

Key Vocabulary
1 coastline The boundary (or edge) of a coast, 

where land meets water.

2 Operation 
Dynamo (aka 
The Battle of 
Dunkirk)

A huge rescue mission using lots of 
small boats to save thousands of Allied 
troops who were trapped on the 
beach at Dunkirk in 1940.

3 Allies Countries which fought on the British 
side of World War 2 (including USA, 
Great Britain, France, Russia)

4 Axis Countries which fought on the 
German side of World War 2 
(including Italy, Germany, Japan)

5 flotilla A fleet (group) of ships or boats.

6 port A docking place for ships on the coast 
of the ocean, a river, or a lake.

7 grid 
references

A way of identifying a place on a map 
using vertical and horizontal grid lines 
together with numbers or letters.

8 Dunkirk A small town on the coastline of 
France.

9 English 
Channel (aka 
The Channel)

The part of the Atlantic Ocean that 
separates southern England from 
northern France.  It is the busiest 
shipping area in the world.

10 trade Buy and sell goods and services.

Key Knowledge
1 Adolf Hitler and the Nazis wanted Germany 

to rule Europe and invaded Poland in 1939, 
which started World War II (WWII).

2 Nearly 340,000 Allied soldiers were rescued 
during Operation Dynamo.

3 861 Allied boats of all sizes were used in 
Operation Dynamo, many crewed by 
civilians.

4 Lots of people from Dover, Deal and 
Ramsgate were involved in the rescue. 

5 Dover Castle was the control base for 
Operation Dynamo.

The Port of Dover

Dover’s port is always busy with passenger 
ferries and during WWII it played a very 
important role welcoming the rescued 
Allied soldiers.  It is also a very busy freight 
port through which goods are traded 
(imported and exported) all over the 
world.


