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Kingdoms

By around 600 A.D. after much fighting,
England was not one country. Anglo-
Saxon kings ruled lots of small kingdoms
across the land. There were five
important Anglo Saxon Kingdoms.
Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Essex,
Kent, Sussex and Wessex. Sometimes
they got along, sometimes they went to
war. Some of those Kingdoms have
formed our counties today. For example,
Kent and Northumberland.

Key Vocabulary

1 Angles, Jutes 
and Saxons 

The names of the people who came to 
settle in Britain after the Romans left. 

2
Anglo-Saxons 

The name given to people who 
travelled from Germany and South 
Denmark and settled in Britain. 

3 Invade Enter a country by force.

4
Settlement 

A place or region where people came 
to live. 

5
Settler 

People who migrate to a new place. 
When people start a community, this 
is a settlement. 

6 Picts & Scots  
The people who lived in the area we 
call now call northern and western 
Scotland. 

7
Pagan 

A person who follows a religion that is 
not a major religion.  

8
Kingdom 

A country or region that is ruled by a 
king or queen. 

9
Runes 

Alphabet consisting of between 26-33 
letters used to write Old English. 

10

Artefacts 
An object that is made by a human 
being, especially one that is of cultural 
interest. 

Key Knowledge

1 Who were the Anglo-Saxons and where did 
they come from? 

The Anglo –Saxons were a mix of tribes from 
Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands. The 
three biggest were the Angles, the Saxons and 
the Jutes. The land they settled in was 'Angle-
land', or England.

2 Why did the Anglo-Saxons come to Britain? 

Britain needed help so King Vortigern invited 
some Anglo-Saxons to Britain to help defeat the 
Picts and Scots. However, when they did, they 
decided to invade and settle in Britain 
themselves. 

Some Anglo-Saxons were warriors who enjoyed 
fighting. They thought the Britons were weak 
and easy to beat without the Romans around.

Many Anglo-Saxons came peacefully, to find 
land to farm. Their homelands in Scandinavia 
often flooded so it was tough to grow enough 
food back there. Whole families set sail across 
the sea to live in Britain. They brought tools, 
weapons and farm animals with them and built 
villages with new homes. 


