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Ancient Greece Key Vocabulary

1 Ancient 
Greece

Ancient Greece was a civilization that
dominated much of the Mediterranean
thousands of years ago. The Greeks came
before the Romans and much of the Roman
culture was influenced by the Greeks.

2 democracy A system where the citizens of a country or
state are involved in the way it is run.

3 debate A formal discussion between two or more
people expressing their opinions on a topic.

4 government People who run a country.

5 battle A battle is a fight between two or more groups
where each group is trying to defeat (beat) the
others.

6 marathon A marathon is a long 26 mile running race
named after the legendary run of a Greek
soldier after the battle of Marathon

7 legacy Something handed on to the next generation
of people.

8 Pheidippides A famous Greek messenger, who ran non-stop
from a battlefield in Marathon to the citadel in
Athens in 490 BC

9 landscape A landscape means an area of land as one can
see it.

10 plain A large area of flat land with few trees.

Key Knowledge

1 Ancient Athens is where democracy began
in around 508 BC. Listening to the opinions
of other people and debating issues was an
important part of this system.

2 After debating issues, the ancient Athenians
would vote. At that time, the only people
allowed to take part in democracy were
adult males who were citizens of Athens.
The legacy of democracy still exists today in
many parts of the world.

3 The Battle of Marathon took place in
September 490 BC on the plain of
Marathon. It was fought between
the Athenians and the Persians. King Darius
of Persia wanted to conquer Greece.

4 A runner called Pheidippides ran to Sparta
to get help for the Athenians. The Spartan
troops were too busy celebrating a religious
festival, so the Athenian soldiers had to fight
the Persians on their own. The Athenians
gave them a mass, united charge and won.
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Using their new understanding of democracy, the children will 
confidently take part in debates discussing matters that are 

important to them. Hopefully the children will make decisions as 
a group and make positive changes to their school days.
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