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Sketch Maps
Sketch maps are simple drawings of
the landscape. They show things that
are sometimes hidden in photographs
or maps, e.g. the impact of tourists on
a landscape.

Sketch maps may be shown as a
bird's-eye view or as a drawing of the
horizon. They can be drawn whilst on
fieldwork or from a photograph. It is
useful to annotate sketch maps or
include a photograph alongside it.

Key Vocabulary 
1

Sandwich
Sandwich is a town in the Dover 
District of Kent, south-east 
England. It lies on the River Stour .

2

Kent

Kent is a county in South East
England and one of the home 
counties. It is the county that we 
live in.

3 map 
symbol

A picture or letter used to 
represent a geographical feature 
on a map.

4
map key

An index on a map that explains 
the symbols, provides a scale, and 
identifies the type of map used

5
sketch 
map

An outline map drawn from 
observation rather than from exact 
measurements and showing only 
the main features of the area

6 human 
geography

A feature that has been made or 
changed by humans, e.g. bridges.

7 physical 
geography

feature that has been formed by 
nature.

8
aerial view

A view from above. Also known as 
a ‘bird’s-eye’ view.

9
route

A way of getting from a start point 
to a finish point.

10
compass 

rose
This is printed on a map to show 
different directions. 

Key Knowledge
1 Maps present information about the world in a 

simple way.

2 Human Geography is the study of the 
distribution of networks of people and cultures 
on Earth's surface.

3 Physical Geography is the study of the Earth's 
natural features, such as mountains, rivers, 
deserts and oceans. 

4 A sketch map is a drawing of an area. A sketch 
map helps you document the location of the 
area as well as provide information about 
important features.

5 Sandwich Bay is home to Monk’s Wall Nature 
Reserve and provides a wetland habitat with 
perfect ecological conditions that attract 
wetland species of plants, animals and birds.

Geographical Features

Atlases show us the physical features of a 
place. These can include forests, lakes 

and rivers. On the index page beside the 
page number, there is sometimes a letter 
that tells you the kind of feature it is, e.g.

m = mountain and r= river.

Monk’s Wall Nature Reserve, Sandwich Bay An Ariel view of Sandwich town


