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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Characteristics of 
Effective Learning 

Playing and exploring: Children investigate and experience things, and 'have a go'. Children who actively participate in their own 
play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning 
 
Active learning: Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. 
For children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges, and learn 
persistence. 
 
Creating and thinking critically: Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas 
They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions. 

Over Arching Principles Unique Child: Each child is unique, and while we can be guided by an understanding of some general patterns of development, 
progression is uneven and unfolds differently for each child. 
 
Positive Relationships: Partnerships with parents can be truly effective only when parents and practitioners work together to 
enable children to create meaningful connections to their wider world and to foster a love of learning. 
 
Enabling Environments: Enabling environments offer children security, comfort, engagement, and opportunity. Spaces should be 
planned to both nurture and inspire children, recognising their interests and curiosities, encouraging questioning, awe and 
wonder, and sustained shared thinking. 
 
Learning and Development: Effective practice begins with observation, tuning into the child and then building a relationship. 
Professionally informed knowledge of child development then supports understanding children’s interests, development, and 
learning, and planning for next steps. 
 
PLAY: Children have a right to play: Children’s right to play is recognised as so vital to their wellbeing and development that it is 
included in the United Nations Convention to the Rights of a Child (1989). Play both indoors and outdoors is a fundamental 
commitment to children throughout EYFS. 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus / Planned Theme 
Only One Me Festival Feasts 

Once Upon a Fairy-
tale 

Out of this World 
Roots, Shoots and 

Juicy Fruits 
Commotion in the 

Ocean 

      
 
 
 

 
 

Celebration / Special 
Events 

- Starting Full Time 
School 
- Art Week  
 

- Bonfire Night  
- Remembrance 
Day  
- Road Safety and 
Anti-bullying Week  
- Nativity 

- Mental Health and 
Safer Internet Week 

- Book Week 
- Science Week 

-Orientation - Sports Week 
- Enterprise Week 
- Summer Fayre 
- Common Transfer 
Day 

Texts or Visual Literacy ‘You Choose’ 
Nick Sharratt 
 
‘Funny Bones’ 
Allan Alberg 
 
‘Only One You’ 
Linda Kranz 
 

Christmas Story 
 
Rama and Sita 
 
‘The Gigantic 
Turnip’ 
Aleskei Tolstoy  
 
The Jolly Christmas 
Postman 
Allan Alberg 
 

The Gingerbread 
Man 
 
Hansel and Gretel 
 
‘Handa’s Surprise’ 
Eileen Browne 
 
‘The Ugly Duckling’  

‘Toys in Space’  
Mini Grey  
 
‘Aliens Love 
Underpants’ 
 
‘Whatever Next!’ 
Jill Murphy 
 
‘Field Trip to the 
Moon’ 
Jeanne Willis 
 

‘Oliver's Vegetables’ 
Vivian French 
 
‘Bloom’ 
Anne Booth 
 
‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ 
 
‘The Tiny Seed’ 
Eric Carle 

‘The Rainbow Fish’ 
Michael Pfister 
 
‘Commotion in the 
Ocean’ 
Giles Andreae 
 
‘Tiddler’ 
Julia Donaldson 
 
 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

- Full time school 
- School dinners 
- White Cliffs Teddy  
- Dentist Visit 
(Teeth Team) 

- Cooking and food 
tasting 
- Autumn 
 

- Cooking 
- BBC 

Philharmonic 
Gingerbread 
Man  

- The Science Dome 
-World Book Day 
 

- Growing our own 
plants 
-Visit Connaught a 
Park  

-Meet the Animals 
(zoo or in school 
experience) 



 
 

Parental Involvement - Parental Meetings 
(Beginning of Term) 
- Seesaw 

- Parent Partnership 
Meetings  
- Nativity viewings 

- Families to share 
their favourite 
stories from home. 

- Parent Partnership 
Meetings 

Orientation – 
helping plant our 
seeds. 

- Children’s reports 
- Sport’s Day 
 

Assessment 
Opportunities 

- Baseline 
assessments 
- Language Link 
- Speech Link 
- Little Wandle 
Assessment 
Target Setting 

- Little Wandle 
Assessment 

- Little Wandle 
Assessment 

- Little Wandle 
Assessment 

- Little Wandle 
Assessment 

- Little Wandle 
Assessment 
- Transition 
Meetings 

Key Skills to encourage 
independence 

 
 

I can put away my 
personal 
belongings. 
I can put on my 
coat for playtime. 
I can choose my 
own snack and 
lunch. 

I can dress and 
undress for PE. 
I can look after my 
PE kit. 
I can wash my 
hands. 
I can tidy up with a 
friend. 
 

I can access 
equipment needed 
for learning and 
play. 
I can remember to 
wash my hands 
after going to the 
toilet. 

I can collect all my 
things for home 
time. 
I can write my 
name on my work. 
I can tidy up after 
myself. 

I can use scissors 
safely. 
I can speak to 
others politely and 
confidently.  
I can ask for help if I 
need it. 

I can look after my 
own belongings. 
I can fasten and 
unfasten my 
clothes. 
I can speak in front 
of my class. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Focus / Planned 
Theme 

Only One Me Festival Feasts 
Once Upon a Fairy-

tale 
Out of this World 

Roots, Shoots and 
Juicy Fruits 

Commotion in the 
Ocean 

Communication 
and Language  
Establish what 
language is 
spoken at home. 

Educational Programme 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth 
interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations 
they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are 
interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. 
Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 
extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through 
conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive 
questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.  

Listening & 
Attention 
 
Speaking 

-Settling in sessions 
 

-Learn new 
vocabulary and use 
this throughout the 
day 

-Develop vocabulary 
 

-Use talk to help 
work out problems 
including how the 

-Ask questions to 
find out more and to 
check they 

-Listen carefully to 
rhymes paying 
attention to how 
they sound. 



 
 
C&L is 
developed 
throughout the 
year through 
high quality 
interactions, 
daily group 
sessions, circle 
times, PSE time, 
stories, singing, 
speech and 
language 
interventions 
and a high focus 
on the 
development of 
vocabulary.  

-Listen carefully to 
stories, adults and 
other children 
 
- Learn that listening 
is important so that 
we can learn things 
about our new 
friends 
 
-Model talk routines  
through the day. For  
example, arriving in  
school: “Good 
morning,  
how are you?” 
 
-Retelling stories 

 
-Learn songs as part 
of our Nativity 
performance 
 
-Engage in non-
fiction texts about 
festivals from around 
the world 
 
-Listen to and talk 
about recipes and 
cookbooks, 
discussing and 
exploring new 
vocabulary  
 
-Retelling stories 

-Retelling stories that 
are both familiar and 
new  
 
-Listening and 
responding to stories 
 
-Following 
instructions 
Takes part in 
discussion 
 
-Understands how to  
listen carefully and 
why  
listening is important 
– 
introducing talking  
partners. 
 
-Use new vocabulary  
through the day. 
 
-Carefully chosen 
stories to develop 
the  
children’s vocabulary 
 
-Retelling stories 

alien will return to 
space.  
 
-Organise thinking 
and activities, and to 
explain how things 
work and why they 
might happen. 
 
- Sustained focus 
when  
listening to a story 
 
-Retelling stories 
 
 

understand what has 
been said to them. 
 
-Describing the 
sequence of growing 
plants in detail, using 
sequencing words 
such as ‘before’. 
 
-Use new vocabulary 
relating to plants in a 
range of contexts 
 
-Retelling stories 

 
- Articulate their 
ideas and thoughts in 
well-formed 
sentences. 
 
-Retelling stories 
 
-Take part in class 
and group 
discussions 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus / Planned 
Theme 

Only One Me Festival Feasts 
Once Upon a Fairy-

tale 
Out of this World 

Roots, Shoots and 
Juicy Fruits 

Commotion in the 
Ocean 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 
 

Educational Programme 
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to 
their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, 
warm and supportive  relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children 
should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own 
abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn 



how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with 
other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure 
platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.  

Self-Regulation 
 
Managing Self 
 
Building 
Relationships 

-Use resources 
responsibly. 
 
-Follow the school 
rules remembering 
why they are 
important. 
 
-See themselves as a 
valuable individual 
and be able to share 
what they are good 
at. 
 
-Consider what is 
needed to keep our 
teeth healthy. 

-Discuss healthy 
eating in relation to 
holidays and 
festivals. 
 
-Use words to 
describe our feelings. 
 
-Begin to understand 
that they belong to a 
community and that 
there are lots of 
different 
communities of 
people. 
 
-Understand how to 
be a good pedestrian 
and stranger danger 
(road safety week) 

-Discuss feelings and 
how to recognise 
feelings in others. 
 
-Know what to do if a 
friend is upset or 
hurt. 
 
-Know how to find 
solutions to conflicts. 
 
-Develop ways of 
being assertive. 

-Take turns with 
others including 
programming the 
BeeBots. 
 
-Become more 
confident in speaking 
in front of the class, 
when sharing their 
weekend news. 
 
- Show resilience and 
perseverance when 
making our rockets. 
 

-Know why it is 
important to wash 
and dry their hands 
thoroughly – glitter 
and soap 
experiments. 
 
-Know about good 
sleep routines and 
limits to screen time. 
 
-Know about the 
importance of 
physical activity and 
mindfulness. 

-Work with a team of 
other people. 
 
-Become increasingly 
independent in their 
own care. 
 
-Think about their 
goals for the future. 
 
-Know what 
achievements they 
have made this year. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus / Planned 
Theme 

Only One Me Festival Feasts 
Once Upon a Fairy-

tale 
Out of this World 

Roots, Shoots and 
Juicy Fruits 

Commotion in the 
Ocean 

Physical 
Development 

Educational Programme 
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor 
experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s 
strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By 
creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, 
stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and 
social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. 
Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small 
tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence.  

Gross Motor 
Skills 

Gross Motor Gross Motor Gross Motor Gross Motor 
-Kick and pass a ball. 

Gross Motor Gross Motor 



 
Fine Motor Skills 

-Move around a 
space in different 
ways (hop, skip, 
jump) 
-Balance on one leg 
and hold a pose 
-spatial awareness 
 
Fine Motor 
-Draw and paint with 
a dominant hand. 
-Manipulate 
playdough. 
-Draw lines and 
circles. 
-Hold a pencil with a 
tripod grip. 

-Take off shirts, 
shoes and trousers 
with less support. 
-Throw and catch a 
large ball. 
-Balance on ride/sit 
on bikes, trikes and 
scooters. 
 
 
Fine Motor 
-Use a knife and fork 
to cut. 
-Manipulate 
plasticine. 
-Use tools to mark 
plasticine.  
-Thread large beads.  
 

-Balance across 
beams and benches. 
-Choose appropriate 
movements based 
the size of an 
obstacle. 
-Combine 
movements to move 
to music. 
 
Fine Motor 
-Use tweezers to 
move objects. 
-Draw fairy-tale 
creatures holding the 
pencil with 
increasing pressure. 
-Turn pages of a 
book single pages at 
a time.  
 

-Kick a ball at a target 
with some accuracy. 
-Cross legs 
comfortably to sit on 
the carpet. 
 
Fine Motor 
-Use scissors safely. 
-Cut along a straight 
line. 
-Form numbers 
correctly, while 
developing pencil 
grip. 
-Cut and join 
materials. 

-Throw a ball at a 
target with some 
accuracy. 
-Hit a ball with a bat. 
-Hit a moving ball 
with a bat. 
-Sit straight on a 
chair. 
 
Fine Motor 
-Cut along a curved 
line. 
-Form letters learnt 
correctly, while 
developing pencil 
grip. 
-Use small brushes to 
paint accurately. 
 

-Get dressed and 
undressed for PE, as 
well as coats and 
zips. 
-Run within their 
own space avoiding 
others. 
-Jump over obstacles 
safely. 
-Team sports for 
sports day 
 
Fine Motor 
-Thread through 
small buttons. 
-Colour accurately 
inside of the lines. 
-Copy shapes and 
patterns using a 
pencil. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus / Planned 
Theme 

Only One Me Festival Feasts 
Once Upon a Fairy-

tale 
Out of this World 

Roots, Shoots and 
Juicy Fruits 

Commotion in the 
Ocean 

Literacy Educational Programme 
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word 
reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children 
about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. 
Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the 
speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas 
and structuring them in speech, before writing).  

Comprehension 
Developing a 
passion  
for reading 
 
Word Reading  

-Joining in with 
rhymes and showing 
an interest in stories  
with repeated 
refrains.  
 

- Retell stories 
related to events  
through acting/role 
play. 
 
- Sequence story – 
use vocabulary  

- Read simple 
phrases and  
sentences made up 
of words with known 
letter–sound 
correspondences 
and, where  

- Re-read books to 
build up their 
confidence in word 
reading, their fluency 
and their  
understanding and 
enjoyment.  

-Draw and label a 
plant 
 
-Write simple 
sentences to 
describe plants, 
beginning to use a 

- Listen to stories, 
accurately 
anticipating key 
events and  
respond to what they 
hear with  



Children will 
practice  
word reading 
during  
phonics lessons, 
in  
independent 
learning and 
while  
reading their 
reading  
books during 
guided reading 
sessions 
 
Writing 

-Print in the 
environment   
 
-Sequencing familiar 
stories through the 
use of pictures to  
tell the story.  
 
- Understand the five 
key concepts about 
print: 
-print has meaning 
- the names of the 
different parts of a 
book 
-print can have 
different purposes 
- page sequencing 
-we read English text 
from left to right and 
from top to bottom 
 
-Recognising initial  
sounds.  
 
-Name writing 
activities.  
 
-Engage in extended  
conversations about 
stories, learning new 
vocabulary. 
 
-Children will be  
experimenting with  
mark making and  
writing patterns in a  
range of mediums. 

of beginning, middle 
and end. 
 
-Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short words  
made up of known 
letter– sound  
correspondences. 
 
-Enjoys an increasing 
range of books 
 
-Labelling using initial 
sounds 
 
-Write lists using 
known sounds 
 
-Write simple letters 
to Father Christmas  

necessary, a few 
exception words 
 
-Engage in 
discussions about 
texts we have read 
 
-Write simple 
captions about 
pictures from key 
texts 
 
 

 
-Uses vocabulary and 
forms of speech that 
are increasingly  
influenced by their 
experiences  
of books. 
-They develop their 
own narratives and 
explanations by  
connecting ideas or 
events 
 
- Writing for a 
purpose in role play 
using phonetically 
plausible attempts at 
words, beginning to 
use finger  
spaces. 
 
-Form lower-case 
and capital letters 
correctly.  
 

capital letter and full 
stop 
 
-Re-read what they 
have written to 
check that it makes 
sense 
 
 

relevant comments, 
questions  
and reactions. 
 
-Make predictions 
 
-Beginning to 
understand that a  
non-fiction text is a 
non-story- it  
gives information 
instead and that 
fiction means story.  
 
-Can point  
to front cover, back 
cover,  
spine, blurb, 
illustration,  
illustrator, author 
and title. 
 
 
-Recount of an 
animal encounter 



They will begin to  
develop a dominant  
hand and work 
towards  
a tripod grip. 
Children will start to  
give meaning to 
marks  
and labels. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus / Planned 
Theme 

Only One Me Festival Feasts 
Once Upon a Fairy-

tale 
Out of this World 

Roots, Shoots and 
Juicy Fruits 

Commotion in the 
Ocean 

Mathematics Educational Programme 
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. 
Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the 
patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using 
manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and 
vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for 
children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that 
children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to 
adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.  

Number 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Numbers within 5 
- subitise up to 5 
objects. 
- recite numbers in 
order to 5 when 
counting objects. 
- link numerals and 
quantity. 
- recite numbers past 
5. 
 
Introduction to 
Numicon 
 
Pattern 
- ABAB patterns. 

Numbers within 5 
- one more and one 
less than. 
- addition and 
subtraction 
(including adding and 
subtracting 0). 
 
Numbers within 10 
- recite to 10. 
- count objects up to 
10. 
 
Shape 
- describe 2D shapes. 
- describe position. 
- compare size 

Numbers within 5 
- solve real world 
problems to 5. 
- number bonds to 5 
 
Numbers within 10 
- order numbers to 
10. 
- link numerals and 
quantity. 
 
Time 
- sequence events 
 
Direction 
- follow a familiar 
route. 

Numbers within 10 
- addition and 
subtraction 
(including knowing 
2+3 and +2 give the 
same answer) 
- one more and one 
less than. 
 
Numbers within 15 
- recite numbers to 
15. 
- count objects up to 
15. 
 
Money 
- coin recognition. 

Numbers within 10 
- number bonds to 
10. 
 
Numbers within 15 
- order numbers to 
15. 
- link numerals and 
quantity. 
 
Numbers within 20 
- recite numbers to 
20. 
- count objects up to 
20. 
 
Doubling  

Numbers within 10 
- number bonds to 
10. 
 
Numbers within 20 
- order numbers to 
20. 
- link numerals and 
quantity. 
- addition and 
subtraction 
 
Halving 
- halving objects and 
numbers 
 
Numbers beyond 20 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Numerical 
Patterns 

- noticing patterns in 
everyday life. 
- noticing errors in a 
pattern. 
 

 
Measure 
- describe and 
compare length. 
 

- describe a familiar 
route. 
 
Shape 
- describe 3D shapes. 
- select shapes 
appropriately for a 
purpose (prism for a 
roof) 
 

- combinations to 
10p. 
- change from 10p. 
 
Measure 
- describe and 
compare weight. 
 

 - doubling objects 
and numbers 
 

- recognising the 
pattern. 
 
Measure 
- describe and 
compare capacity. 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus / Planned 
Theme 

Only One Me Festival Feasts 
Once Upon a Fairy-

tale 
Out of this World 

Roots, Shoots and 
Juicy Fruits 

Commotion in the 
Ocean 

Understanding 
the World 

Educational Programme 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of 
children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums 
to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As 
well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and 
widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.  

Past and Present 
 
People, Culture 
and 
Communities 
 
The Natural 
World 

- Identifying their 
family. Commenting  
on photos of their 
family; naming  
who they can see 
and of what relation 
they are to them.  
 
- Talk about what 
they do with  
their family and 
places they have  
been with their 
family.  
 
-Can draw  
similarities and make 
comparisons  

-Recognise that 
people have 
different beliefs and 
celebrate special 
times in different 
ways. 
 
-Understand that 
some places are 
special to members 
of their community. 
 
-Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country 
and life in other 
countries. 

- Name and explore 
their 5 senses,  
explaining in simple 
terms what their  
5 senses are. 
 
-Introduce children 
to a range of fictional 
characters and 
creatures from 
stories and to begin 
to  
differentiate these 
characters from real 
people in their lives.  

-Look at aerial views 
of the school setting, 
commenting on what 
they notice, 
recognising 
buildings, open 
space, roads and 
other simple 
features.  
 
-Familiarise 
themselves with St 
Radigund’s Road and 
Dover.  
 
-Draw simple maps 
of the school and 
immediate area to 

-Trip to Kearsney 
Abbey/ Connaught 
Park to discover the 
different plants that 
grow in various 
environments. 
 
-Explore the world 
around us and see  
how it changes as we 
enter Summer.  
Provide 
opportunities for 
children to note and 
record the weather. 
 
-After close 
observation, draw 

-What can we do 
here to take care of  
sea animals? 
 
-Compare animals 
found in the dour to 
those in the ocean 
  
-Explore a range of 
sea animals. Learn 
their names and 
label their body 
parts.  
 
-Use images, video 
clips, shared texts  
and other resources 
to bring the wider 



between other 
families.  
 
- Read fictional 
stories about families  
and start to tell the 
difference  
between real and 
fiction. Talk about  
members of their 
immediate family  
and community. 
 
-Navigating around 
our classroom and  
outdoor areas.  
 
-Recognise some 
environments that 
are different to the 
one in which they 
live. 

 
- Recognise some 
environments that 
are different to the 
one in which they 
live. 
 
- Understand some 
important processes  
and changes in the 
natural world  
around them, 
including the seasons  
and changing states 
of matter 
(freezing, melting, 
floating/sinking) 
 
-Talk about what 
they have done  
with their families 
during Christmas’  
in the past.  
 
-Show photos of how 
Christmas used  
to be celebrated in 
the past. Use  
world maps to show 
children where some 
stories are based. 
Use the Jolly  
Postman to draw 
information from a  
map and begin to 
understand why 
maps are important 
to postmen.  

explain where we 
live 
 
-Use bee-bots on 
simple maps. 
Encourage the  
children to use 
navigational 
language.  
comparisons.  
-Introduce the 
children to NASA and 
America. 
 
- Introduce children 
to significant figures 
who  
have been to space 
and begin to 
understand  
that these events 
happened before 
they were  
born. 
 
-Can children 
differentiate 
between land and  
water.  
 

pictures of the 
natural world, 
including animals 
and plants. 
 
-Build a ‘Bug Hotel’ 

world into the 
classroom.  
Listen to what 
children say about 
what they see 
-Listen to children 
describing and  
commenting on 
things they have 
seen  
whilst outside, 
including plants and  
animals.  
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Educational Programme 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have 
regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and 
variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to 
communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting 
and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.  

Creating with 
Materials 
 
Being 
Imaginative and 
Expressive 

-Create shapes 
continuous lines and 
use them to 
represent objects. 
-Draw a person with 
increasing details. 
-Draw emotions 
within drawings. 
-Explore body 
percussion sounds. 

-Sing songs at the 
pitch and melody for 
our nativity. 
-Join and create 
materials for 
Christmas craft day. 
-Create pictures 
using different tools 
to create different 
patterns, forks for 
fireworks. 
-Mould diva lamps 
from plasticine. 

-Take part in pretend 
play 
-Develop stories 
behind their own 
play using learnt 
stories as starting 
points. 
-Make ‘small worlds’ 
with bricks and 
construction 
materials. 
-Chinese new year – 
lanterns and mark 
making. 

-Explore recyclable 
materials and 
develop ideas about 
how to use and what 
to make rockets 
-Choose appropriate 
materials for a 
purpose and join 
them. 
-Colour mix to try to 
make the colours of 
the planets. 

-Use different 
mediums to add 
colour and detail to 
our plant pictures. 
-Create pictures 
based on the 
seasons. 
-Explore colour 
mixing for the 
colours of leaves. 

-Use different 
resources for effect – 
sand art. 
-Join materials for a 
purpose – create a 
paper plate fish. 
-Join in with a range 
of songs and rhymes. 
 



EARLY LEARNING GOALS 
End of Year Expectations- Holistic/ Best Fit Judgement 

 

Communication and 
Language 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

Physical 
Development 

Literacy Maths 
Understanding of 

the World 
Expressive Art and 

Design 

ELG: Listening, 
Attention and 
Understanding 

 
Listen attentively 
and respond to 
what they hear with 
relevant 
questions, 
comments and 
actions 
when being read to 
and during whole 
class discussions 
and small group 
interactions. 
 
Make comments 
about what they 
have heard and ask 
questions to 
clarify their 
understanding. 
 
Hold conversation 
when engaged in 
back-and-forth 
exchanges with 
their 
teacher and peers 
 

ELG: Self-Regulation 
 
Show an 
understanding of 
their own  
feelings and those 
of others, and begin  
to regulate their 
behaviour  
accordingly. 
 
Set and work 
towards simple 
goals,  
being able to wait 
for what they want  
and control their 
immediate impulses  
when appropriate. 
 
Give focused 
attention to what 
the  
teacher says, 
responding 
appropriately  
even when engaged 
in activity, and  
show an ability to 
follow instructions  

ELG: Gross Motor 
 
Skills Negotiate 
space and obstacles 
safely, with 
consideration for 
themselves and 
others.  
 
Demonstrate 
strength, balance 
and coordination 
when playing.  
 
Move energetically, 
such as running, 
jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping 
and climbing.  
 

ELG: Fine Motor 
 
Skills Hold a pencil 
effectively in 
preparation for 
fluent writing – 
using the tripod grip 
in almost all cases.  
 
Use a range of small 
tools, including 

ELG: 
Comprehension 

 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
what  
has been read to 
them by retelling  
stories and 
narratives using 
their own  
words and recently 
introduced  
vocabulary. 
 
Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key  
events in stories. 
 
Use and understand 
recently  
introduced 
vocabulary during  
discussions about 
stories, non-fiction,  
rhymes and poems 
and during roleplay. 
 
ELG: Word Reading 

 

ELG: Number 
 
Have a deep 
understanding of 
number  
to 10, including the 
composition of  
each number; 
 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without  
counting) up to 5; -  
 
Automatically  
recall (without 
reference to 
rhymes,  
counting or other 
aids) number bonds  
up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts)  
and some number 
bonds to 10,  
including double 
facts. 
 

ELG: Numerical 
Patterns 

 

ELG: Past and 
Present 

 
Talk about the lives 
of the people  
around them and 
their roles in 
society. 
 
Know some 
similarities and 
differences  
between things in 
the past and now,  
drawing on their 
experiences and 
what  
has been read in 
class. 
 
Understand the past 
through settings,  
characters and 
events encountered 
in  
books read in class 
and storytelling. 
  
ELG: People, Culture 

and 
Communities 

ELG: Creating with 
Materials 

 
Safely use and 
explore a variety of  
materials, tools and 
techniques,  
experimenting with 
colour, design,  
texture, form and 
function. 
 
Share their 
creations, explaining 
the  
process they have 
used 
 
Make use of  
props and materials 
when role playing  
characters in 
narratives and 
stories. 
 

ELG: Being 
Imaginative and 

Expressive 
 
Invent, adapt and 
recount narratives  



ELG: Speaking 
Participate in small 
group, class and 
one-to-one 
discussions, offering 
their 
own ideas, using 
recently introduced 
vocabulary. 
 
Offer explanations 
for why things 
might happen, 
making use of 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary from 
stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate. 
 
Express their ideas 
and feelings about 
their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of 
past, present and 
future tenses and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with 
modelling and 
support from their 
teacher. 

involving several 
ideas or actions. 
ELG: Managing Self 

 
Be confident to try 
new activities and  
show 
independence, 
resilience and  
perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 
 
Explain the reasons 
for rules, know  
right from wrong 
and try to behave  
accordingly. 
 
Manage their own 
basic hygiene and  
personal needs, 
including dressing,  
going to the toilet 
and understanding  
the importance of 
healthy food  
choices. 
 

ELG: Building 
Relationships 

 
Work and play 
cooperatively and 
take  
turns with others. 
Form positive 
attachments to 
adults  

scissors, paint 
brushes and cutlery. 
Begin to show 
accuracy an 

Say a sound for 
each letter in the  
alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs. 
 
Read words 
consistent with 
their  
phonic knowledge 
by sound-blending. 
 
Read aloud simple 
sentences and  
books that are 
consistent with 
their  
phonic knowledge, 
including some  
common exception 
words. 
  

ELG: Writing 
 
Write recognisable 
letters, most of  
which are correctly 
formed. 
 
Spell words by 
identifying sounds 
in  
them and 
representing the 
sounds with  
a letter or letters. 
 

Verbally count 
beyond 20, 
recognising  
the pattern of the 
counting system; - 
 
Compare quantities 
up to 10 in  
different contexts, 
recognising when  
one quantity is 
greater than, less 
than  
or the same as the 
other quantity. 
 
Explore and 
represent patterns 
within  
numbers up to 10, 
including evens and  
odds, double facts 
and how quantities  
can be distributed 
equally. 

Describe their 
immediate 
environment  
using knowledge 
from observation,  
discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts  
and maps. 
 
Know some 
similarities and 
differences  
between different 
religious and  
cultural 
communities in this 
country,  
drawing on their 
experiences and 
what  
has been read in 
class. 
 
Explain some 
similarities and  
differences 
between life in this 
country  
and life in other 
countries, drawing 
on  
knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction  
texts and – when 
appropriate – maps. 
 

ELG: The Natural 
World 

and stories with 
peers and their  
teacher. 
 
Sing a range of well-
known nursery  
rhymes and songs. 
 
Perform songs,  
rhymes, poems and 
stories with  
others, and – when 
appropriate – try  
to move in time 
with music. 

 



and friendships with 
peers. 
 
Show sensitivity to 
their own and to  
others’ needs. 

Write simple 
phrases and 
sentences. 

Explore the natural 
world around  
them, making 
observations and  
drawing pictures of 
animals and  
plants. 
 
Know some 
similarities and 
differences  
between the natural 
world around  
them and 
contrasting 
environments,  
drawing on their 
experiences and 
what  
has been read in 
class. 
 
Understand some 
important processes  
and changes in the 
natural world  
around them, 
including the 
seasons  
and changing states 
of matter 

 


